
For Release 2000/09/11 : CIA-RDP62S00545A000100090101-5 


gg a g = gggg | g| Bloc Economic Activitie s in ttaderderolgged Areas 
0c« Of the principal characteristics of current Soviet 
policy iB its stress on underdeveloped count ides, in m effort 
to estrange them from the Vest and lay the groundwork for 
gloving Soviet influence. In the needs of the new and under- 
developed countries of Asia and Africa for help in induatriia- 
isatioa, the Soviet sees opportunities for influencing these 
states by providing aasistanee and by encouraging them to use 
gassasiist techniques'. One of the principal Bloc weapons, has 
been the so-called “trade and aid" campaign, offering hath arms 
and economic aid cm liberal credit terms, 
the end of 1957 , the USSR and its satellites had 
credits and grants of nearly M billion to underdeveloped 
countries. In addition, there are now several thousand Bloc 
technicians in these countries. While the total of Ccesaunist 
aid, economic and military, does not approach ours, they have 
concentrated on certain countries where they feel they can «k* 
the greatest impact - Egypt, Syria, Afghanistan, Indonesia, 

Jugoslavia, Ceylon, Burma and Cart>odia. In these countries 
gver the past three fiscal years, the aid program of the Bloc, 
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Ve have seen a sharp increase in Sino -Soviet trade with 
the underdeveloped areas, which has been moving forward at a 
xat* ot 25 per cent a year. This is to say that 1957 trade was 
about JO per omit higher than 1955* 

ffc* Soviet leaders are probably pleased with what they 
re$wd as their success to date, and vi.il almost certainly 
intensify their efforts in this field. This program is now 
administered at the highest level in the USSR, the State 
Cased, ttee for Economic Relations, which is directly under the 
qf Ministers. The USSR has the economic resources for 
a considerable expansion in its trade and aid program. Its 
extensive stochs of obsolescent arms will permit it to capitalise 
further on the desires of many underdeveloped countries to 
strengthen themselves militarily. 
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